
An overview of  

stylistic/ rhetorical/ literary devices and techniques 
Alliteration alliteration — a stylistic device by which similar consonants at the beginning of 

words are repeated; "The dreary darkness streched out into the distance." 

Gegensatzwort; 

Antonym 

antonym - an antonym is a word of opposite meaning, for example "big" is an 

antonym of "small", "rich" of "poor" and "ugly" of beautiful. opposite: synonym 

Assonanz; 

Gleichklang von 

Vokalen 

assonance - a stylistic device by which similar vowel sounds within 

succeeding words are repeated; e.g. 

Player with Railroads and the Nations Freight Handler. 

Vergleich comparison: a descriptive or analytical technique which points out the 

similarities between two persons, things or ideas: 

The man came into the room like a crazy bull. 

She was as beautiM as a summer's day. - opposite: contrast 

Kontrast contrast: a descriptive or analytical technique which points out the differences 

between two persons, things or ideas. 

Betonung; Emphase emphasis: a stylistic device used to add force (Gewicht) to anv part of a 1 sentence 

that the speaker or writer finds exceptionally (außerordentlich) important or wants 

to make absolutely clear. 

What follows is intended to help you find examples of'intentional emphasis' 

{beabsichtigte Betonung) in prose texts and dialogues. 

emphasizing expressions 

1) choice of words: 

"In a devastating attack on so-called education experts Prince Charles said thev 

were talking "unmitigated nonsense"'. 

4 use of evaluative (bewertend) words to express an attitude/ opinion 

2) use of qualifying adverbs to strengthen adjectives: 

e.g.; "The prime minister said the disgustingly violent behaviour of some football 

fans was absolutely unacceptable and extremely damaging to Britain's reputation 

abroad." 

3) use of the 'special emphasizers' (Verstärker): e.g.certainlv. definitely really: 
There can certainly be no doubt that the workers really will strike this time. 

4) emphasinins expressions (Kraftausdrücke) (what on earth/ the hell; in heaven's 

name often in questions) and swearwords (damn. bloodv. bleeding, f***ing) -> 

Don't use these obscene words in your own texts!!!  



Auflistung; 

Enumeration 

enumeration: a list of three or more items. Effect: They often create an abundant, 

rich or overwhelming impression, e.g. of reasons to like or dislike sth. 

Übertreibung exaggeration: This device is also referred to bv its Greek name hyperbole: 

Example: The tree was as high as the sky. 
:
 

Metapher metaphor: a so-called full metaphor is a stylistic device that is in effect 'comparison 

pushed as far as it will go'. This is because it says that one person, idea or thing is 

not simply like another, but actually is another: 

I hardly believe that those two boys have the some parents. One is a lamb, the other 

a lion. 

In all writing, both fictional and non-fictional, the use of metaphorical language 

(metaphorische Sprache) is much more widespread (weitverbreitet) than are full 

metaphors like the one above. 

This passage from a press comment is full of metaphorical language and 

personification: 

Whatever Britain's health mav be like today, she is certainly no longer suffering 

from the serious illnesses that brought her to death's door in the 1970s. There may be 

other diseases in the British body, but they are minor complaints that need nothing 

more than a dose of aspirin. The major surgery of the 1980s worked. 

Personifikation personification: a stylistic device bv which things are given human characteristics. 

Personification is one of the most common stylistic devices, and also one of the 

easiest to spot. This is because in English all things are called "it", and the pronouns 

"he" and "she" are reserved for people (and pets). 

Wiederholung repetition: saving the same thing more than once, in the same or in different words  

Rhetorische 

Frage 

rhetorical question: all rhetorical questions are statements in the form of 

questions, i.e. they expect no answer; often they are consent-eliciting (Zustimmung 

hervorrufend) and are supposed to make the reader agree 

Gleichnis simile: intends to set up a comparison: note: similes are alwavs introduced by 

"like" or "as": He behaved like an elephant in a china store. 

Synonym synonym: a word with the same or similar meaning meaning to another word: + 

big/ large; buy/ purchase; everywhere/ all over the place Synonyms depict certain 

aspects of texts more vividly, graphically, colourfully. 

Parallelismus parallelism: parallel, repetitive structure of two or more sentences or parts of 

sentences: "To err is human, to forgive divine." 

Anapher anaphora: repetition of a word or a phrase at the beginning of sentences or parts of 

them. 

"I have a dream. I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a 

nation where they will not be judged by the colour of their skin ... I have a dream ..." 

Superlativ superlative: often used to point out the extreme characteristics of a person/ a thing: 

highlights the extraordinary extent/ achievement or deficiencies of something 

create a vivid and lasting impression on the reader 
 


